United Suffolk Sheep Association
February 9, 2026 Meeting Minutes

Roll call: President, Dennis Sorensen, Vice President, Jack Blattner, Executive Secretary, Amanda Everts,
Treasurer, Carol Heupel and the following directors: John Baglien, Kathy Krafka Harkema, Michael Jensen,
Victoria Morris, Diane Russell, Isaac Swortzel and Chris Auville. Others in attendance: Brenda Reau
(United Suffolk Sheep Foundation), Allee Hoover (UJSSA President) and Isaac Lewis (Junior Coordinator).
Absent: John Scott and Jay Harris.

President Sorensen called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm central.

Approval of Meeting Agenda

President Sorensen called for any additions or corrections to the agenda, there were none. John Baglienn
made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented, the motion seconded by Kathy Krafka Harkema. All
were in favor, the motion carried.

Approval of Meeting Minutes
Chris Auville moved to accept the January meeting minutes, the motion was seconded by Carol Heupel.
All were in favor, the motion carried.

Secretary’s Report

Secretary Everts reported on registry work and data trends, Suffolk Source, Foundation projects and work
with the Junior association. John Baglien made a motion to accept the Secretary’s report, the motion was
seconded by Isaac Swortzel. All were in favor, the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer, Carol Heupel reported the current investment account balance is $266,252, value increasing
about $2,000 from the last meeting.

United Junior Suffolk Sheep Association Report
UJSSA President, Allee Hoover, reported on fundraising, the virtual cooking contest and numerous Suffolk
Event activities.

United Suffolk Sheep Foundation Report

Foundation President, Brenda Reau, reported that Foundation will meet in late February. Applications for
the ewe grant and scholarship are currently under review. New programs through the Barth Memorial
Fund will be shared with the board for final approval.

Committee Reports

Budget/Business Development - No report

Breed Improvement/Education

Chair, John Baglien, discussed a recent social media post by a livestock judging organization and the
concern about the sheep presenting acceptable Suffolk breed type. Isaac Swortzel will reach out to one
of the sheep evaluators affiliated with the organization to share concerns.



Junior

Chair, Chris Auville, presented a new program to replace the futurity. There was a lengthy discussion.
John Baglien moved to put a hold on the futurity program for 2026. The motion was seconded by Chris
Auville. All were in favor, the motion carried.

Event
Chair, Diane Russell, provided an extensive update on various aspects of the Suffolk Event. She shared
that there is still a need to commit additional sponsors.

Marketing & Outreach
Chair, Kathy Krafka Harkema shared the committee will continue with the Member Monday social media
campaign and is creating some articles for the Suffolk Source.

Hall of Fame
Chair, Dennis Sorensen reported that the committee has selected Mark & Brenda Reau as the 2026
Suffolk Hall of Fame inductees.

Old Business

USSA/USSF/CPA Meeting

Amanda Everts, Dennis Sorensen and Brenda Reau updated the board on a recent meeting with the
USSA, USSF, and the organization’s CPAs. The board was provided a summary of the discussion -
highlighting the consideration to move fundraising and the Suffolk Event into the Foundation. There was a
lengthy discussion. Kathy Krafka Harkema made a motion to move 2026 Suffolk Event sponsorships and
silent auction to the Foundation; restricted donations to the Suffolk Event, granted to the USSA. The
motion was seconded by John Baglien. All were in favor, the motion carried.

NAILE Judge

Prior to the meeting Amanda Everts shared the layout of expenses between NAILE and the USSA,
specifically if there were two judges for the open show. There was discussion regarding that outline, no
action was taken.

Spring Online Sales
Amanda Everts shared that one spring online sale has been schedule for April 28 through wlivestock. The
sale will consist of sheep and used equipment.

Suffolk Source
Amanda Everts discussed the upcoming Suffolk Source and timeline.

New Business

UJSSA Credit Card

Amanda Everts discussed the need for the UJSSA to have access to a credit card as the current debit card
may not be the most secure option to process online payments. Chris Auville moved to allow Amanda
Everts to open a credit card on behalf of the United Junior Suffolk Sheep Association. The motion was
seconded by Carol Heupel. All were in favor, the motion carried.

ASI Convention Updates



Jack Blattner and Diane Russell shared updates from the recent ASI convention.

American Forage Grassland Council Conference
Isaac Swortzel shared update from the AFGC conference, specifically noting the continued expansion of
solar grazing and the use of fast-growing, early maturing Suffolks.

Michael Jensen moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Isaac Swortzel. All were in
favor; the meeting was adjourned at 9:30pm.

Minutes approved 3.9.26.



