
United Suffolk Sheep Association 
May 11, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

Roll call: President, Dennis Sorensen, Vice President, Jack Blattner, Executive Secretary, Amanda Everts, 
Treasurer, Carol Heupel and the following directors: John Baglien, Kathy Krafka Harkema, Jay Harris, 
Diane Russell, Isaac Swortzel and Chris Auville. Others in attendance: Brenda Reau (United Suffolk 
Sheep Foundation), Katie Ford (UJSSA Director) and Isaac Lewis (Junior Coordinator). Absent: John Scott, 
Victoria Morris and Michael Jensen. 

President Sorensen called the meeting to order at 7:33pm central. 

Approval of Meeting Agenda 
President Sorensen called for any additions or corrections to the agenda, there were none. Chris Auville 
made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented, the motion seconded by Kathy Krafka Harkema. All 
were in favor, the motion carried.  

Secretary’s Report 
Secretary Everts reported on registry work and data trends, Suffolk Source, Suffolk Event, Foundation 
projects and work with the Junior association. Carol Heupel made a motion to accept the Secretary’s 
report, the motion was seconded by Chris Auville. All were in favor, the motion carried.  

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer, Carol Heupel reported the current investment account balance is $279,000 and had a recent 
withdrawal of $9,000. There was brief discussion about USSA account receivables. Chris Auville moved 
to accept the Treasurer’s report, and the motion was seconded by Diane Russell. All were in favor and the 
motion carried. 
 
United Junior Suffolk Sheep Association Report 
UJSSA Director, Katie Ford, reported on fundraising, virtual contests, numerous Suffolk Event activities 
and the National Junior Show.  

United Suffolk Sheep Foundation Report 
Foundation President, Brenda Reau, reported the first Barth Memorial Grant funding was awarded to a 
member to attend the NDSU Ultrasound School. New for 2026, the Foundation will be providing cash 
awards for the Suffolk Event youth promotional contests. 

Committee Reports 
Budget/Business Development 
Carol Heupel reported there will be a meeting schedule after the Suffolk Event. 

Breed Improvement/Education 
Chair, John Baglien briefly noted discussion amongst the committee surrounding the idea of a certified 
Suffolk lamb program.  

Junior 
Chris Auville reported she has been working to finalize the details of the Suffolk Event Junior Show. The 
committee will meet in June to discuss the future of the futurity program.  



Event 
Chair, Diane Russell, provided an extensive update on various aspects of the Suffolk Event including 
attendance, facility updates and need for volunteers. 

Marketing & Outreach 
Chair, Kathy Krafka Harkema gave a quick update on committee projects surrounding Suffolk Source, 
updated content for the USSA website and the purebred lamb program. 

Old Business 
There was no old business discussed. 

New Business 
Jack Blattner shared and update on ASI happening and the information about the new ASI Executive 
Director.  

There will be no board meeting in June, the next monthly zoom call will be held on July 13. 

John Baglien moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Kathy Krakfa Harkema. All were 
in favor; the meeting was adjourned at 8:31pm Central.   

Minutes approved 8.10.26. 


