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United Suffolk Sheep Association Hall of Fame

Year Inductee

2024 Ron Alves

2024 Terry & Joanne Renn

2024 Robert Wagner

2023 Martin & Chris Auville

2023 Stan & Sharon Heitz

2022 Bill & Betsy MacCauley

2022 Bill Royer

2020/2021 Marlin Berg & Family

2020/2021 Alan Culham

2020/2021 Jim Peifer / Kurt Birky

2020/2021 William & Susan Shultz, Bunker Hill Farm
2019 John Ascuaga

2019 Spelman B. Collins

2019 Rob Frost

2019 Ken McMillan

2018 Greg Deakin, The Banner Sheep Magazine
2018 Richard & Cindy Jones Family, Five Star ‘J’ Farms
2018 Larry & Linda Pauly, Double L Livestock
2018 Sam & Pat Wiford, Wiford Suffolks

2018 Bob & Mary Wilson

2017 Johnson Club Lambs, Weldon & Brian Johnson
2017 Alan & Mary Kjedgaard

2017 Ansel Luxford

2017 Buckeye Acres, Ron & Carla Young

2016 Clyde & Justina George & George Brothers
2016 Millers Livestock, Brentford & Brenda Miller
2016 Chuck Ream, Windswept Ranch

2016 Duane & Marcia Sickels

2016 John & Pam Sponaugle

2016 Dwight Stone, Stonemark Suffolks

2015 B.B. Burroughs

2015 Bob & Mark Chapman

2015 John Eagle

2015 Dr. Ben Huff

2015 George Hunter

2015 Sherwood Jackson

2015 Donna Mays

2015 Pearce McKinney

2014 Andrus Suffolks, Ken & Jim Andrus

2014 Andy Asberry

2014 Tom Burke

2014 Jim & Jacky Caras

(Continued on next page)



2014 Hawkins Farm Suffolks, Glen “Sadie” Hawkins & Joy Hawkins

2014 Marvin & Sandy Heupel

2014 Joe Holbrook

2014 Bob Kimm

2014 Norman Olsen Family

2014 Tom Slack, Slack Club Lambs

2013 Wes Azeltine

2013 Betty Biellier & Family

2013 George and Fred Buckham

2013 Fred A. & Marian Coble

2013 Robert Hall

2013 Heggemeier Sheep Farms, Bill & Alice Heggemeier & James & Jody
Heggemeier

2013 Dr. Harold A. Henneman

2013 Bill & Helen Hurst

2013 Jarvis Sheep Co.

2013 Allan & VeNeal Jenkins & Annette Benson

2013 Warren Kuhl

2013 Jack Larsen

2013 Pearson Linn

2013 Larry Mead

2013 Roger Nichols

2013 Olsen Brothers, Alden & Snell

2013 Bob & Margie Paasch & Family, Donner Trail Ranch

2013 Richard Roe

2013 Roland (Rollie) & Ruth Rosenboom

2013 Wayne & Mary Skartvedt

2013 DuWayne Swenson

2013 Craig Van Arkel, Van Arkel Suffolks

2013 Harlan & Edwina Wagner

2013 Farrell Wankier

2013 Roy & Joe Warrick

2013 Bud & Julia Westlake & Family

More information on Suffolk Hall of Fame inductees can be found at:
suffolks.org/hof.html



Zon Hees

California
Ron’s family were peach and walnut farmers in central California. Ron enjoyed livestock
and raised sheep, swine, and cattle during his 4-H and FFA days. His favorited were
Polled Hereford cattle and had about 20 cows when he graduated from high school. He
kept the cattle until graduating from college. Ron taught high school agriculture in
California for four years and high school biology at a private school in Japan for five
years. During that time he also kept super fit by coaching cross country and track.

In 1974 Ron returned to the United States and married Bernie, they were soon blessed
with their first son, Jason. Ron began 30 years fulltime and an additional 15 years as
adjunct instructor at Modesto Junior College teaching both agriculture and biological
sciences program. Ron currently serve on the college’s foundation and have continued
to mentor new instructors in soil science and natural resources.

Bernie and Ron were in a Modesto apartment with a “no pets allowed” border collie pup.
Even though they had just come from the most populace city in the world, their landlords
in Tokyo were farmers and were surrounded by small rice fields and a bonsai “orchard”.
They needed to get out of town and acquired our farm in November of 1974, and their
first registered Suffolk soon followed. She was of Frank Nissen breeding as Ron recalls.

Why did they choose Suffolks? Ron’s FFA project lambs in the late 50’s were
Southdown crosses and cost him $25 per head. It was now almost twenty years ago
since those junior exhibitor daze. Suffolks were the trendy sheep breed in the mid
1970’s with over 35,000 head being registered and on their way to 83,409 registered in
1980. They were novices and went with the flow.

Their Suffolks have evolved, or maybe morphed would be a better term. The first two
rams were a Tom and Susie Irwin (Robert Irwin’s parents) stud purchased at the
California Ram Sale and a mature Arlo Farms (Gary Testrote) ram. That early type
evolution was probably shaped by Ron’s three children, Jason, Joshua, and Jill. They all
were junior exhibitors and they produced their own project lambs. At that time Suffolk
lambs were still in vogue at county fairs. Once the kids aged out, they began seeking a
little larger framed Suffolk.

Ron was more of a follower than a trendsetter regarding Suffolk genetics. However, the
program had two breeding selection constants in spite of his lack of direction. First, Ron
had to like what was being born and raised out in the barn. Secondly, Ron had to have
faith in pedigrees and the creators of those pedigrees. The “Spider Lamb Syndrome”
certainly tested that second objective.

As a result of Ron’s obsession on clean pedigreed Suffolks, recall that there was no
DNA spider tests in the early 1980’s, the family traveled to Ontario, Canada to purchase
a son of BYU 49T3 “Triple Crown” out of BYU “Banyon” daughter from Clare Bauman.



What a trip. In addition to meeting a great livestock breeder and gentleman they went to
MSU’s near Suffolk dispersion sale, Niagara Falls, Wisconsin Dells, Corn Palace, the
Black Hills, etc. The next 15 years revolved around their kids exhibiting all species at the
county fair, Cow Palace, state fair and a few jackpots and a Suffolk breeding program
based on BYU/Lynn Gilchrest genetics.

In 2000 Ron went to the Bob Kimm'’s production sale and purchased a ram lamb and
three ewe lambs. The next 20 years their program concentrated on line breeding Bob'’s
genetics with additions from Stever Ulrich and Rob Zelinsky. More recently they've
outcrossed with the inclusion of Alan Batt genetics. Today the flock numbers about 75
brood ewes with Suffolk studs including our home-bred “Gengia” ram (Genetic Giant), a
Season’s Bounty ram (“Wm. Clark”) that is Batt/Kimm breeding and Alan Batt's 009 ram
(He being two digits superior to 007). We also annually produce 25 - 30 wether type
lambs for junior exhibitors.

Ron’s involvement in “Suffolk politics” began about 25 years ago as he neared
retirement from a teaching career. Ron served several terms on the California Suffolk
Hampshire Association board and worked at the Nugget All American in Reno in a
variety of capacities including A Suffolk sale catalogue, provided plant materials for ring
and picture-taking backdrop for more than 10 years, and as morning hospitality person
serving coffee and donuts until 2022. Unfortunately, the Reno Suffolk show has become
not even a shadow of its former self.

At the national level Ron served one term, 2016 — 2018, on the United Suffolk Sheep
Association Board. During that time, Ron was on a by-laws committee which made a
number of revisions and updates. Ron also chaired the scholarship committee. Ron
continued to serve on the by-laws committee for a few years after leaving the Board.
The GAP program was in part one of my suggestions.

Ron’s tenure on the United Suffolk Sheep Foundation started in its second year and
continues to date. The Foundation Board works pretty much as a team under the
guidance initially of Bill Royer and currently Brenda Reau. Ron’s specific assignment
has been the semen catalogue and annual semen sale fundraiser. Alan Batt has
assisted with this endeavor but the project would not happen without Amanda Everts
hard work. The Foundation is in its fledgling years and he is appreciative and excited to
be part of its growth and maturation.

In conclusion genetics and pedigrees will always be important in our program. Some
may question if there is really a planned program what with full blood Suffolks,
percentage Suffolks, and unregistered wether type sheep all grazing together. They let
the sheep decide what is appropriate and they all seem to get along. In fact, Ron has
observed a ground pounding wooly wether sire making love to a bare legged bare
headed Suffolk ewe.

Ron thanks each and every one for humbling him with this recognition and thank the
Lord.



Jerry & ﬂoalme Rerere
du'# Michigan

Terry and Joanne were dairy farmers raising Registered Holsteins in the Thumb of
Michigan. They were milking about 100 head of cattle and growing approximately 280
acres of corn and hay. They were blessed with three children, Paul, Janet and Dean. In
1983, their daughter Janet wanted to take a pen of lambs to the fair for her FFA

project. Little did they know that project would lead them on a journey of a lifetime. After
the fair was over, Joanne and Janet decided that they could not let the lambs go to
market, so they were brought home. Terry said if they were going to have two ewes,
they might as well add a few more so they could raise their own lambs. They purchased
a few ewes from the Ohio Suffolk Sale and some mature ewes from some prominent
breeders in the Ohio area. As the flock began to grow, they decided to split the flock into
two groups, frame and wether type.

It was apparent they had a lot to learn about raising sheep. The frame sheep started out
slow because they had very little experience with fitting and showing, unlike showing
cattle. As they observed others, the fitting and showing became a little easier. They did
a lot of traveling and visiting established breeders and observing shows. Eventually they
were selling at different places such as the Mid West Stud Ram Sale, Ohio Suffolk Sale
and the Corn Belt Sale and were exhibiting at various state fairs and NAILE.

They hired a few different guys to take a show flock around to show, finally securing the
services of Ashley Craun, who took them to the next level, having numerous champions
at several state fairs. One of the greatest accomplishments was being named the first
Grand Champion Slick Sheared Suffolk Ewe at NAILE in 2011. “Lady Godiva” was one
of their best ewes. Another highlight was having champion on an ewe lamb at the Mid
West Stud Ram Sale in 2015. In 2017 they had the best headed Ram at the Big E and
the best headed ewe at NAILE. They were always proud of the Suffolk heads.

Father time was starting to catch up, so the flock was dispersed in 2019 and the sheep
went to several different states.

Terry enjoyed learning and serving on different boards. They were able to start a local
group for the breeders in the Thumb, Tri-County Sheep Breeders. Terry also served as
past-President of the Michigan Sheep Breeders and the Michigan Suffolk Breeders. In
1987 he was named chairman of the National Junior Suffolk Show and was able to bring
it to Detroit, Michigan, possibly the first time it was ever in Michigan. In 1992 he helped
co-chair the National Show in Kalamazoo, MI. They were the first participants in the
Starter Flock program of the Michigan Sheep Breeders. Applicants completed an essay
explaining why they wanted to start a flock. The winner was able to receive a mature



ewe, yearling ewe and ewe lamb with breeding rights. It was so rewarding to help
mentor an upcoming Suffolk breeder. For a time, they participated in sales to Israel and
Canada.

One thing the Renn’s will never forget is the great group of people that they have met
over the years. These are lifelong friendships that will never be forgotten.



Rebent Wafwfa

Colorado

Bob Wagner met his first Suffolk sheep in 1977 or 78. At the time he was living in
central Maine and raising replacement dairy heifers belonging to a local dairy farmer.
The heifers arrived as week old calves and were kept until they were old and large
enough to breed. Badly wanting a livestock operation where he actually owned the
stock and could make all the management decisions, Bob purchased a flock of mostly
commercial ewes of which the Suffolks were only a small part. However, it must have
been something approaching love at first site, since, in a relatively short time, the flock
became completely registered Suffolk sheep and grew to be as large as 150 ewes.

Bob grew up and was educated on the East Coast. He was born in Maryland and went
to school in Delaware (primarily to play football) and Boston before moving to Maine and
getting into agriculture. After a year spent in Belgium, Bob moved to upstate New York
where he first began showing at his county and state fairs and selling sheep at sales in
Ohio and Virginia.

In 1993, Bob and a colleague he met, worked and became friends with in graduate
school founded a company where they intended to use technology they created to do
DNA testing for genetic defects and production traits. Bob planned to operate that
company and his friend, Miroslav Radman, a brilliant scientist from Croatia, would
continue to operate his lab, which, at the time, was in Paris. Thus Gene Check was
created. In looking for a home for the new company, Bob needed to find a place where
he could easily recruit scientists and yet still afford to run his sheep operation. He
selected the front range in Colorado and moved with his 14 year old daughter and his
Suffolks. Gene Check officially began operating March 15, 1994 in Fort Collins (the
company later moved to its current location in Greeley, Colorado).

A chance meeting at the Top of the Rockies Sale with John Eagle (who was then living
in Oregon and has since become a life-long friend) introduced Bob to Katherine
O'Rourke, a leading researcher of scrapie and allowed Gene Check to be the first
company in the US (perhaps the world) to offer scrapie susceptibility testing for sheep.

(Sheep are fortunate and unusual in that they have dominant resistance to
scrapie. Scrapie is a “transmissible spongiform encephalopathy” a class of
lethal diseases found in most mammals, including humans. Dominant
resistance means that a sheep needs only to have one copy of the resistant
gene to be resistant to virtually all scrapie.)



Gene Check today tests tens of thousands of sheep each year for scrapie susceptibility
and other genetic traits and defects.

Shortly following the move out West, Bob met his wife Jan (an anesthesiologist and pain
management doctor). They kept the sheep and began selling at Top of the Rockies,
Reno and Sedalia. Over the next few years, they had Champion Ewe and Champion
Ram at Sedalia.

About this time, Bob began to get more involved with Suffolks at the national level. In
1997 or 98, although he was not a director of either board, Bob was approached by the
secretary of the National Suffolk Sheep Association (NSSA) and asked to chair a
meeting of the two boards representing the two national Suffolk associations active at
the time (NSSA and the American Suffolk Sheep Society) to explore the possibility of
merging. The meeting was arranged and held in Las Vegas. Bob chaired the meeting
and prepared and presented a proposed merger agreement. The two associations
agreed to merge and the result is the USSA.

Although not on the first USSA board, Bob served as a Director of the USSA and as its
President for four years. He helped the office computerize its bookkeeping and played a
key role in hiring Amanda Everts to be the USSA Executive Secretary.

Today Bob and Jan live on a 6,000 acre ranch in northern Colorado where they raise
Charolais cattle and Border Collie stock dogs. Being a part of the Suffolk world, both as
a producer and as a provider of genetic testing, has been a major piece of Bob
Wagner's life. He feels that it has been both a privilege and an honor to have been part
of the development of the USSA, to have been able to breed and raise such beautiful
and amazing animals and, most importantly, to have gotten to know and work with so
many wonderful people.
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NAT'ONAL RAM SALE BAR ZEL SUFFOLKS % AUVILLE SUFFoLks
Lloyd & Sheila McCabe Michael & Debra Jensen*

lllinois Suffolk Sheep Association ~ Dennis & Mary Ann Sorensen®

JMG Suffolks Hickory Lane Suffolks

William Fulton Family Heupel Farms

Peth Family Farm Premier 1 Supplies

Slack Suffolks & Club Lambs Emenheiser Suffolks

Russell Sheep Company Cannon River Suffolks, John & Christy Scott*



