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Brenda Reau, Petersburg, Michigan 

 

My husband Mark and I have raised Suffolk sheep for 40 years. Our flock focuses on performance, developing 
breeding stock to meet the needs of the sheep industry. About half of our sheep are sold to commercial producers and 
half to other seedstock producers. 
I have been a committed and productive board member in my first term on the USSA Board. I have chaired the Breed 

Improvement Committee for three years and facilitated the development of the new breed standard in 2020. I coordinated the Needs 
Assessment last fall. With over 300 responses to the survey, this is a useful tool that is helping to guide decisions made by the board to 
better serve our members. I also assisted with the 2021 USSA Directory. The new design showcases the many diverse operations 
represented by our members and is an attractive publication to promote our breed. I enjoyed working with Diane Russell and John 
Peck, two other members from our district in 2019, to present a webinar on direct marketing of lamb. I am one of the founding members 
of our new United Suffolk Sheep Association Foundation and serve as Vice President. 
Serving the sheep industry was my goal after I retired in 2019 from 37 years with Michigan State University. In addition to my USSA 
responsibilities, I serve as President of Michigan Sheep Producers Association, the Suffolk representative on the NSIP Board of 
Directors, and was appointed by Secretary of Agriculture Perdue to a second term on the National Sheep Industry Improvement 
Program Board of Directors. 
I have a passion for the Suffolk breed and a willingness to serve. I appreciate your consideration for another term to serve District IV. 
You can always count on me to get the job done. 
 

C. McCheyne “Mac” Swortzel, Greenville, Virginia 
 

My wife Karen and I live on the family’s Virginia Century Farm originally purchased by my Great Grandfather in 1904.  
The farm, now an LLC and run with the assistance of our 3 children and their families, has grown to over 400 acres.  
I’ve raised Suffolk sheep for over 50 years, with flock size ranging from 25-125. We market rams and have utilized 
NSIP to build data to improve the flock.  
I earned a BS and MS in Agricultural Economics from Virginia Tech and spent my career in lending and finance.  My 

agricultural service includes:  involvement in FFA, ultimately serving as Virginia Secretary in 1973-74; in the local Young Farmers 
chapter; as President of the Virginia Sheep Producers Association board; Augusta County Farm Bureau board member; as well as 
being appointed by the Governor to two tours on the Virginia Sheep Industry board. . In my church, I have served as a deacon and an 
elder and have been church treasurer for 42+ years. I have also served as a board member, President and VP of the local Weekday 
Religious Education Association.  
I believe Suffolk sheep possess traits that are extremely important to the continued success of the sheep industry in this country.  We 
need to keep the breed and organization strong while encouraging new producers to be involved.  The Association needs to 
concentrate on adding value to producers of Suffolk sheep. 
C. McCheyne “Mac” Swortzel  
Suffangus Farm LLC 
 399 Indian Ridge Rd., Greenville, VA  24440 
 

Bill Zwyers, Thorntown, Indiana 
 

By way of introduction, this is Bill Zwyers and I will be a candidate, for the District 4 Board of Directors, for the United 
Suffolk Sheep Association.  I am currently serving as a director and member of both the Breed Improvement (2020 and 
2021) and Strategic Planning (2021) committees.  I also serve on the boards of the Indiana Sheep Association and the 
Indiana Sheep and Wool Council. I am a graduate of the Purdue University School of Agriculture (Animal Science) and 
was involved with both the intercollegiate livestock and meats judging teams. My special area of study was applied 

animal genetics and breeding. I have been raising Suffolks since 1984.  As a breed, we are currently facing fundamental challenges 
related to our role in the larger sheep industry.  The association is currently engaged in meeting those challenges with fresh ideas and 
changes that will benefit the breed. I am proud to have been involved in helping make those important decisions. I am soliciting your 
vote for director, to continue that work in progress and to help position the breed for future success. It has been a pleasure working with 
the current board and our very capable secretary, Amanda. It was very encouraging to see the tremendous positive response to the 
2020 Suffolk Survey. It has certainly guided us through our deliberations this year.  Thank you for your consideration. 


